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as was well understood, but he reversed his decision finally, and ordered General Hancock to the Division of the Atlantic, with headquarters in New York City. General Sherman stated that he had always considered New York the proper place for headquarters, though he permitted General Meade to use his pleasure in the selection of Philadelphia, that city being his home. The official duties entailed by this command were unlike any others, inasmuch as they were not so laborious, requiring vigilance, but without the grave responsibilities that were ever present while serving in the Indian territory. Yet his services in this Division were not without incidents which brought him prominently before the public. In. 1875 a Military Court of Inquiry was convened at Chicago, to investigate the charges that were brought against General Bab-cock, private secretary to General Grant, in connection with the alleged whisky frauds. The court consisted of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, President, and Generals Hancock and Terry. During the sitting of the court, the Grand Jury of St. Louis found a true bill of indictment against General Babcock. Before leaving for Chicago, General Hancock expressed himself in positive terms as to the illegality of the whole proceedings, in the calling for a Military Court of Inquiry while an investigation was pending in the Civil